
Table 54.  Full-time black, non-Hispanic U.S. citizen and permanent resident graduate students
in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions and historically black

colleges and universities (HBCUs), by field and sex: 1996-2001

Men Women
Field

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Black students in all institutions

......................Total, all surveyed fields 5,241 5,376 5,313 5,310 5,431 5,394 7,748 8,191 8,469 8,663 9,629 10,054

Total, science and engineering
.........................................fields 4,783 4,895 4,736 4,724 4,821 4,714 6,200 6,506 6,563 6,499 7,294 7,450

.............................Sciences, total 3,691 3,779 3,702 3,690 3,761 3,659 5,627 5,948 6,019 5,927 6,639 6,839
.....................Physical sciences 441 393 390 390 378 368 328 348 338 310 313 319

Earth, atmos., & ocean
...................................sciences 67 71 67 63 83 76 61 66 67 74 75 64

.............Mathematical sciences 221 208 206 188 177 199 201 178 149 154 167 162
..................Computer sciences 281 309 269 306 345 378 194 185 207 234 264 280

................Agricultural sciences 83 82 88 95 92 84 111 93 120 107 126 157
...................Biological sciences 561 631 611 595 621 628 952 1,096 1,040 1,105 1,124 1,211

...............................Psychology 495 539 563 530 549 538 1,589 1,682 1,854 1,681 2,051 2,027
........................Social sciences 1,542 1,546 1,508 1,523 1,516 1,388 2,191 2,300 2,244 2,262 2,519 2,619

..................................Engineering 1,092 1,116 1,034 1,034 1,060 1,055 573 558 544 572 655 611

.....................................Health fields 458 481 577 586 610 680 1,548 1,685 1,906 2,164 2,335 2,604

Black students in HBCUs

......................Total, all surveyed fields 865 941 836 946 993 920 1,221 1,367 1,348 1,342 1,689 1,744

Total, science and engineering
.........................................fields 846 905 767 865 905 771 1,108 1,165 1,104 1,052 1,365 1,326

.............................Sciences, total 707 755 622 725 752 640 1,028 1,094 1,043 972 1,238 1,244
.....................Physical sciences 129 113 96 80 83 70 88 102 89 65 56 59

Earth, atmos., & ocean
...................................sciences 5 9 8 7 21 17 4 13 9 6 15 8

.............Mathematical sciences 51 45 41 45 36 40 48 34 26 35 39 38
..................Computer sciences 52 70 41 54 59 61 38 44 39 55 51 64

................Agricultural sciences 30 34 38 54 37 29 37 35 60 56 55 83
...................Biological sciences 158 179 134 134 143 135 261 291 275 296 295 300

...............................Psychology 58 77 63 48 47 72 201 210 191 146 235 258
........................Social sciences 224 228 201 303 326 216 351 365 354 313 492 434

..................................Engineering 139 150 145 140 153 131 80 71 61 80 127 82

.....................................Health fields 19 36 69 81 88 149 113 202 244 290 324 418

Percent of black students in HBCUs

......................Total, all surveyed fields 16.5 17.5 15.7 17.8 18.3 17.1 15.8 16.7 15.9 15.5 17.5 17.3

Total, science and engineering
.........................................fields 17.7 18.5 16.2 18.3 18.8 16.4 17.9 17.9 16.8 16.2 18.7 17.8

.............................Sciences, total 19.2 20.0 16.8 19.6 20.0 17.5 18.3 18.4 17.3 16.4 18.6 18.2
.....................Physical sciences 29.3 28.8 24.6 20.5 22.0 19.0 26.8 29.3 26.3 21.0 17.9 18.5

Earth, atmos., & ocean
...................................sciences 7.5 12.7 11.9 11.1 25.3 22.4 6.6 19.7 13.4 8.1 20.0 12.5

.............Mathematical sciences 23.1 21.6 19.9 23.9 20.3 20.1 23.9 19.1 17.4 22.7 23.4 23.5
..................Computer sciences 18.5 22.7 15.2 17.6 17.1 16.1 19.6 23.8 18.8 23.5 19.3 22.9

................Agricultural sciences 36.1 41.5 43.2 56.8 40.2 34.5 33.3 37.6 50.0 52.3 43.7 52.9
...................Biological sciences 28.2 28.4 21.9 22.5 23.0 21.5 27.4 26.6 26.4 26.8 26.2 24.8

...............................Psychology 11.7 14.3 11.2 9.1 8.6 13.4 12.6 12.5 10.3 8.7 11.5 12.7
........................Social sciences 14.5 14.7 13.3 19.9 21.5 15.6 16.0 15.9 15.8 13.8 19.5 16.6

..................................Engineering 12.7 13.4 14.0 13.5 14.4 12.4 14.0 12.7 11.2 14.0 19.4 13.4

.....................................Health fields 4.1 7.5 12.0 13.8 14.4 21.9 7.3 12.0 12.8 13.4 13.9 16.1

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering


